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The effect
of better
political
order
 can believe that it often stood them in good stead, but the
patient endurance of the countryman was probably their
greatest asset. By the twelfth century, at any rate, their
patience was to have its reward. There was no change of
heart among their masters, but there was a change of mind
when at last they realised that the better treatment of the
peasants was in their own best interests.
In the absence of detailed information, and naturally
contemporary writers were rarely interested in describing the
condition of the lower classes, it is impossible to trace with
precision the process of the change. But the prospect of
better times opened in the middle of the tenth century, when
the worst raids of Northmen and Moslems were over, and
when the devastating invasions of the Magyars had been
brought to an end by the victory of Otto the Great at the
Lechfeld in 955. A revival of civilised life began, evinced on
its material side by the expansion of industry and commerce
and the development of town life. The rural population was
doubly affected: it benefited directly from the cessation of
the invasions and the renewal of a more orderly state of
affairs, and indirectly too, since the requirements of a growing
industrial population could not be met by a system of purely
subsistence agriculture ; there was a ready market for surplus
produce. The improvement at first was local rather than
general, and the private wars in which the nobles delighted
were a frequent cause of disorder and devastation. In Ger-
many the kings were usually strong enough to suppress local
turbulence, except during the civil wars in the eleventh and
twelfth centuries, but in France the monarchy was at first
too weak to preserve order. The Church did what it could
by its promulgation of the Truce and Peace of God, which
may have eased the situation somewhat. In the eleventh
century, however, the territorial princes in North France—in
Normandy, Flanders, Anjou, Blois—set the example of good
government and the enforcement of justice in their dominions,
while at the beginning of the twelfth century Louis VI by
suppressing the robber-barons established order in the royal
domain. In North Italy it was the towns that overcame the
feudal nobility and enfranchised the peasants, but they
proved to be as hard taskmasters as the nobles they sup-
planted. A large agricultural population was essential for

